Erosion seems to be a leak that is almost continent-wide (2) a. It has deserved the important attention given to it for many years in the southern and southeastern parts of the United States. More recently, its serious aspects in the corn belt and lake states has been recognized (i, 3). Recently, also, the damaging consequences erosion in the western states (4, 5) on forest and range lands, as well as on cultivated areas, has thrust itself upon our attention. Our limited knowledge has in part been responsible for the unhappy, results of little-managed grazing, one o~ the several consequences of which too frequently is the loss of the more productive surface soil. Erosion in the geologic sense is always going on, but it is only of late that it has come to exceed the processes of weathering and the decay of plant parts which make for soil accumulation and soil improvement. This turning of the balance from a slight accretion to a fairly rapid removal of soil is for the present purpose summed up in the word "erosion."
